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AGREEMENT OF THE CIRCLE U. JOINT MASTER PROGRAMME IN EUROPEAN PUBLIC GOVERNANCE 

BETV\,EEN UCLOWAIN (BRUXELLES, BELGIUM), HUMBOLDT-UNIVERSITAT ZU BERLIN (BERLIN, 

GERMANY) AND UNIVERSITA' Dl PISA (PISA, ITAL Y) 

This agreement is concluded between: 

Université catholique de Louvain, hereafter named UCLouvain, of which the head office is established 

at 1, Place de l'Université, 1348 Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium, represented by Prof. Françoise Smets, 

Rector 

and 

Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin, hereafter named HU Berlin, of which the head office is established at 

Unter den Linden 6, 10099 Berlin, Germany, represented by Prof. Dr. Julia von Blumenthal, President. 

and 

Università di Pisa, hereafter named Unipi, of which the head office is established at Lungarno Pacinotti 

43, 56126 Pisa, ltaly represented by Prof. Riccardo Zucchi, Rector 

Hereafter named «partner institutions» 

Given the legal requirements, or equivalents, applicable to partner institutions, namely: 

» in the Federation Wallonia-Brussels (FWB), the decree of November 7, 2013 defining the higher

education landscape and the organisation of studies, and the decree of April 11, 2014 adapting the 

funding of higher education institutions to the new organisation of studies; 

» in Germany, the law on universities holding in the Land Berlin (Berlin Law on Higher Education -

BerlHG), in the version issued on July 26, 2011 (GVBI. p. 378), last amended by the law of January 21, 

2026 (GVBI. p. 23); 

» in ltaly, the Ministerial Decree 270/04, art. 3, stating that on the basis of specific agreements, ltalian

Universities can issue a degree in conjunction with other ltalian or foreign Universities; 

the partner institutions, in the context of their participation to the Circle U. alliance and in accordance 

with the aims of said alliance, which include among the main expected results of the cooperation among 
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universities the creation of joint and multiple degrees, want to establish a multiple diploma master 

programme on European Public Governance. 

The partner institutions agree on the following: 

ARTICLE 1. OBJECT OF THE AGREEMENT 

§ 1. The partner institutions agree on co-organising the following jointly developed programme, Master

in European Public Governance, from the academic year 2026/2027. This programme consists of 120 

ECTS credits; its successful completion leads to issuing two or three diplomas by partner institutions. 

Upon completion of 120 ECTS credits the student receives: 

• the national degrees indicated in Article 3 § 2 from each partner institution where he/she has studied;

• an overarching certificate issued by the UCLouvain or Unipi (depending on the student with regard

to the university of first enrollment - see Article 7 § 2), bearing the logos of ail three partner

institutions, attesting the successful completion of the joint programme beyond the individual

national degrees and

• a diploma supplement presenting the details of the participant's academic programme and the

academic achievement.

§ 2. The purpose of this agreement is to jointly set the organisational arrangements of the multiple

programme, agreed by the partner institutions, namely but not exclusively, the specific access 

conditions, the registration process (including the registration fees and the institution to which they have 

to be paid), the organisation of learning activities, the methods of evaluation, deliberation and graduation 

at the end of the programme, the name of the degree(s), qualification(s) or diploma(s) awarded, as well 

as their template, and the requirements related with insurances taken out for students. 

ARTICLE 2. PARTNER INSTITUTIONS 

The partner institutions certify that they are recognised by their competent authorities in charge of higher 

education and that they are authorized to organise the studies referred to in this agreement, and to 

award the related academic degree(s), in accordance with the applicable legal provisions. 

ARTICLE 3. NAMES OF THE AWARDED DEGREES 

§ 1. The partner institutions award, simultaneously and respectively, a multiple degree to students who

successfully completed the master programme. 

§ 2. The Master degree awarded is entitled as following:

- UCLouvain: «Master en études européennes, à finalité spécialisée: EU Public Governance»
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- HU Berlin: Master of Arts « M.A. Sozialwissenschaften Global and European Transformations (GET

MA)» 

- Unipi: «Laurea Magistrale in Unione Europea, processi globali e sostenibilità dello sviluppo»

§ 3. The diplomas will contain the information that is usually present in the diplomas of the partner

institutions, in their language. 

§ 4. Students also will obtain a diploma supplement, drawn up and issued by the partner institutions.

The partner institutions agree on the content of this document. They will mention the cooperation under 

the present agreement, with the name of the partner institutions as well as the name of the degree 

issued by each partner institution. 

ARTICLE 4. MULTIPLE PROGRAMME MANAGEMENT 

§ 1. Each institution appoints a local academic coordinator and a local administrative coordinator or

support person. Names and institutions of the respective academic coordinator are included in the 

Annex 1 and will be updated and communicated when the need arises. 

The administrative coordinators' or support persons' tasks include (see also Annex 7): 

• supervising student's applications to UCLouvain and Unipi;

• supervising the administrative organisation of the programme;

• providing assistance to students in their mobility schemes;

• fostering the flow of information among administrative staff within each institution involved.

The academic coordinators' missions include: 

• supervising the pedagogical organisation of the programme;

• fostering the flow of information among academic staff within each institution involved;

• acting as the single contact point to partner institutions on academic matters.

§ 2. The academic coordinators form the management body of the joint programme. The operating

methods of this body (frequency of meetings, decision-making process, du ration of the mandate, follow­

up process, topics to be addressed, etc.) are defined in the "internai regulations" in the Annex 2. 

ARTICLE 5. JOINT PROGRAMME STRUCTURE 

§ 1. The programme is developed, organised and provided by the partner institutions.

§ 2. The partner institutions describe the profile, objectives and purposes of the joint programme as

follows: this master programme aims to provide students with an in-depth understanding of the current 

3/17 



UCLouvain 

challenges that European democracies must face (such as climate change, economic inequalities or 

migration) as well as with insights from multiple disciplines addressing the formai and informai aspects 

of decision-making such as political science, law, history, and economics. They set the detailed study 

programme, specify the learning activities, the corresponding credits and their respective numerical 

value, the expected learning outcomes, the teaching language(s) and they define within their respective 

organisational and legal framework the responsibility of each partner institution for these activities. The 

detailed study programme and all the aforementioned elements can be found in the Annex 3. 

§ 3. Each partner institution recognises the learning activities organised by the other partner institutions

within the framework of this joint programme. The learning activities successfully completed by students, 

as well as the corresponding credits, are recognised by partner institutions. 

§ 4. The partner institutions define the mobility scheme(s) offered to the students enrolled in the joint

programme. This/These mobility scheme(s), detailed in the Annex 3, include(s) the number of credits 

followed in each partner institution, the mobility period(s) and the duration of the mobility. 

§ 5. Each university follows its own rules for exams and assessments of students as laid down in their

respective regulations. The members of the management body inform each other in case the failure of 

a student at one university may impact this student's mobility to another university with the goal to further 

appropriate solutions. 

§ 6. The regulations for the joint management of the programme are addressed in the Annex 4.

ARTICLE 6. JOINT PROGRAMME ACCESS AND ADMISSION 

§ 1. Given the legal requirements, or equivalents, applicable to partner institutions, they determine the

joint programme admission conditions and the potential selection criteria. ln order to apply for admission 

to the joint programme, students must hold an academic degree of bachelor in Political or Social 

Sciences. 

§ 2. Each partner institution proceeds with the shortlisting of students participating in the joint

programme by July 1 each year at the latest. The selection is then operated based on the decision of 

the joint admission board. The partner institutions determine together the selection and shortlisting 

processes, the criteria taken into consideration, the calendar, the elements required for the application 

file, etc. The selection and shortlisting processes can be found in the Annex 5. 

ARTICLE 7. MULTIPLE PROGRAMME ENROLMENT 

§ 1. Candidates may apply and enrol at either Unipi or UCLouvain.
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§ 2. For the duration of their master, students will pay tuition fees at the university to which they have

applied successfully and first enrolled: Unipi or UCLouvain. Ali students will start the programme at 

UCLouvain. During their course of studies and following periods of mobility, they will also be enrolled at 

the other universities where they may have to pay administrative fees. 

§ 3. Unipi requests that an administrative fee, levied by the Region of Tuscany, is paid by the incoming

students; also, incoming students at Unipi staying beyond the two-year length of the master programme 

must pay the full fee. HU Berlin requests that incoming students pay administrative fees and 

contributions. UCLouvain requests that the students who apply (and pay the tuition fee) at Unipi pay an 

administrative fee for the duration of their master. 

§ 4. UCLouvain and Unipi provide partner(s) with the list of students enrolled in the joint programme

(including their first name(s), last name(s) and nationality, as well as the number of credits included in 

their yearly study programme) by no later than August 20 each year. Each partner commits to 

communicate any changes to this list at the earliest opportunity. Students shall be administratively 

enrolled at the other partner institution(s). 

§ 5. The enrolment process and further information about tuition and/or administrative fees of each

partner institution is given in the Annex 6. 

ARTICLE 8. STUDENT SERVICES, INSURANCES AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

§ 1. The partner institutions commit to provide students enrolled in the joint programme with the same

services as those provided to other students enrolled in these institutions: these students are thus 

assured full access to the resources necessary for their programme of study (access to libraries, 

computer services, databases, etc.) irrespective of where they are admitted. The existence of this 

agreement does not imply a commitment of financial support from the host university. 

§ 2. Liability insurances taken out by the home institution cover students enrolled in the joint programme.

Students are also covered during their trips between their home and the various teaching places, 

including those of the partner institutions, according to the terms of the insu rance and within applicable 

national law. 

§ 3. Expenses relating to travel, accommodation and insurances other than those described in the

previous paragraph, are borne by the students for the entire du ration of their curriculum. Before the start 

of the joint programme, students must make sure to subscribe to a health care insu rance that will cover 

their mobility period(s). 

5/17 




























