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INTER-UNIVERSITY COOPERATION AGREEMENT  

 

BETWEEN THE 

 

UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE IN KRAKÓW – Faculty of Agriculture and Economics 

(POLAND), 

 

AND 

 

UNIVERSITY OF PISA – Department of Agriculture, Food and Environment, (ITALY) 

 

 

FOR A DOUBLE DIPLOMA PROGRAM IN THE FIELD OF 

BIOECONOMY STUDIES 

 

 

The University of Agriculture, with registered office at al. Mickiewicza 21, 31-120 Kraków 

(Poland), represented by Rector dr. hab. eng. Sylwester Tabor, Prof. URK 

and 

University of Pisa, with registered office Lungarno Pacinotti, 43 – 56126 Pisa (Italy) 

represented by Rector prof. Riccardo Zucchi 

 

hereinafter referred to as the “Parties” or “Partner Universities” or “the home/host 

university”, mutually acknowledging the power to stipulate this Agreement, 

 

DECLARE 

 

a. that each Party is authorised to offer academic courses in order to award a diploma in their 

home country, and that they wish to improve their study programmes and to foster 

international relation with the Partner University by promoting the attainment of a 

Master’s Double Diploma in the field of Bioeconomy. 

b. that it is in the interest of the Partner Universities to build a lasting relationship of 

cooperation to create and develop a system of academic exchange. 

c. that the collaboration fulfils the legal basis of each of the Partner Universities within the 

frame of actual enactments in each country: an Act of July 20, 2018 Law on higher 

education and science for Poland and a Ministerial Decree 270/04, art. 3, and art. 3 of the 

University’s Academic Regulations of UNIPI for Italy.  

Hence, each Party agrees to sign the present Inter-University Cooperation Agreement 

regulated by the following 
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CLAUSES 

 

Article 1 

Description of the programme 

 

1. Each Party wishes to cooperate in the field of education by conferring two diplomas: the 

Master's degree in Interdisciplinary Bioeconomy Studies (Faculty of Agriculture and 

Economics) of the University of Agriculture in Krakow and a Master's degree in Sustainable 

Agricultural Systems (Sistemi Agricoli Sostenibili) (Department of Agriculture, Food and 

Environment, at University of Pisa). 

2.  Both Masters’ degree programmes last for two-years (four semesters). Both Parties mutually 

acknowledge the courses to be attended by students at the host university, as well as grades 

that the students shall receive at the host university (Appendix 1: Programmes of the studies 

from the Partner Universities). 

3. The minimum period of mobility at the Partner University is one semester.  

4. The number of required ECTS points and the grading scale will be the same for each student, 

in accordance with the tables contained in Annex 2 to this Inter-University Cooperation 

Agreement. Partners formally recognise courses offered under the Programme, ECTS credits 

and grades issued on a reciprocal basis. 

5. Each student who successfully completes the study programme, including the mandatory 

minimum period of mobility, will receive a national diploma from both Partner Universities 

(Double Diploma). In addition, each student will receive a Diploma Supplement detailing the 

programme of study and related learning outcomes. The Diploma Supplement will be issued 

by both Partner Universities awarding the diploma. 

 

Article 2 

Selection procedure 

 

1. The selection of students for admission to the double diploma programme will be made by 

the faculty members of each Partner University, in accordance with the rules prevailing at the 

university.  

2. A prerequisite for a student to be eligible for the programme is that the student meets the 

eligibility criteria for the Master's degree studies in force at the University to which he or she 

applies. Knowledge of English at B2 level is required to take a part in the Double Diploma 

programme. 

3. Each year a maximum of 6 students from each Partner University will be selected, according 

to the internal criteria set by each Partner University, to participate to the programme.  The 

home university will submit the list of students selected for the programme to the host 

university at least 30 days before the start of the semester in which the students will study at 

the host university. 

 

Article 3 

Enrolment of students 

 

1. Students admitted to the Double Diploma programme:  

a. Remain registered at the home university, while also being registered at the host university 

during their period of study. 

b.  If applicable, pay the fees set by the home university to which they applied in accordance 

with the price list of studies offered by the home university. 
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2. Students recruited by the University of Agriculture in Krakow admitted at the University of 

Pisa within the framework of this agreement: 

a. Are obliged to pay the compulsory annual Regional Tax (Tassa Regionale per il Diritto allo 

Studio) according to the tax rules. 

b. In the case of not completing the Double Degree programme within the deadlines 

established in the internal regulations, the student must pay the university fee from the third 

academic year of enrolment beyond the normal duration of the course 

3 Students recruited by the University of Pisa admitted at the University of Agriculture in Krakow 

within the framework of this agreement: 

a. In the case of not completing the double diploma programme within the deadlines 

established in the internal regulations, the student will be removed from the student list. The 

student has the right to be put back on the student list within 2 years. 

4 There are no exchange payments between Partner Universities. 

5 The home university will certify that the selected students meet the minimum eligibility criteria 

for a Master degree and for the mobility programme. 

6 The home university will certify that the selected students speak English at least at B2 level. 

7 The students selected to participate in the Double Diploma programme are required to collect at 

least 30 ECTS credits in a semester spent at the host university.  

8 The students shall be subject to the rules concerning the passing of examinations and examination 

resits that are in force at the host university, as stipulated in Article 4. Students who will not 

complete the study programme according to these rules will be excluded from the programme and 

will not obtain the Double Diploma. In justified and evidenced cases (e.g. severe health 

problems), re-admission of a student to the double diploma programme will be considered.  

9 The students will cover the expenditures for issuing the diplomas according to the rules binding 

at both Partner Universities. After all the conditions required by this Inter-University Cooperation 

Agreement are met, the host university will issue certificates and diplomas to Double Diploma 

programme participants as soon as possible.  

 

Article 4 

Organisation of the programme 

 

1. Examinations are held at Partner Universities. Students are required to take exams or pass the 

courses specified in Annex 2 (list of the courses offered during the students’ mobility by each 

Partner University). Students are bound by the rules and deadlines for submitting exams and 

exam corrections applicable at individual Partner Universities. 

2. The Double Diploma mobility programme is organised as follows (see also Article 6 below): 

a.  Each semester, students at the University of Agriculture in Krakow and the University 

of Pisa must complete at least 30 ECTS. 

b.  In special cases, some ECTS credits may be transferred to another semester with the 

approval of the competent authorities of the home university, in accordance with the 

rules in force at the home university. 

c.  In the first semester of the first year (I semester of the programme), students at 

University of Agriculture in Krakow will attend compulsory and optional classes at 

their home university (Annex 1).  

d.  In the first semester of the first year (I semester of the programme), students at 

University of Pisa will attend compulsory and optional classes at their home university 

(Annex 1).  
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e.  In the second semester of the first year (II semester of the programme), students at the 

University of Agriculture in Krakow will attend compulsory and optional classes at 

their home university (Annex 1).  

f.  In the second semester of the first year (II semester of the programme), students at 

University of Pisa will attend compulsory and optional classes at their home university 

(Annex 1). 

g.  In the first semester of the second year (III semester of the programme) students of the 

University of Agriculture in Krakow will complete their mobility in University of Pisa 

(Annex 1). The mobility can be extended for the following semester (second semester 

of the second year / IV semester of the programme).   

h.  In the first semester of the second year (III semester of the programme) students of 

University of Pisa complete their mobility in University of Agriculture in Krakow 

(Annex 1). The mobility can be extended for the following semester (second semester 

of the second year / IV semester of the programme). 

i.  In the second semester of the second year (IV semester of the programme) students of 

University of Agriculture in Krakow prepare a Master's thesis and attend classes at 

their home university, in accordance with the study plan in Appendix 1 or complete an 

extra semester of their mobility in University of Pisa and prepare a Master's thesis and 

attend classes according to the Annex 1. 

j.  In the second semester of the second year (IV semester of the programme) students of 

University of Pisa prepare a Master's thesis and attend classes at their home university, 

in accordance with the study plan in Appendix 1 or complete an extra semester of their 

mobility in University of Agriculture and prepare a Master's thesis and attend classes 

according to the Annex 1. 

3. Upon completion of the mobility programme, the host university immediately sends to the 

home university full data on the student's results during the programme. 

4. Partner Universities are obliged to mutually recognise the total number of ECTS points and 

grades obtained by students under the mobility programme in accordance with Annex 1 to this 

Inter-University Cooperation Agreement. 

5. In order to fulfill the requirements for the double degree program, particularly regarding ECTS 

equivalencies, students from Kraków must provide appropriate certification in both 

Informatics (2 ECTS) and English language proficiency at the B2 level (3 ECTS), as mandated 

by the Italian university. Students from the University of Pisa are required to have a B2 level 

of English confirmed by an external certificate or a grade from their studies. 

 

Article 5 

Awarding degrees and issuing diplomas 

 

1. The students who complete the Double Diploma programme will obtain the following two 

degrees and diplomas: 

a. Master’s degree in Interdisciplinary Bioeconomy Studies, issued by University of 

Agriculture in Kraków. 

b. Laurea Magistrale in Sistemi Agricoli Sostenibili issued by University of Pisa. 

2. The final dissertation will be written in English and defended at the home university at the 

end of the second year. The thesis will be developed under the supervision of a supervisor 

from the home university and a co-tutor from the host university. The thesis must comply with 

both of the Universities’ anti-plagiarism regulations. 

3. The defence of the Master's thesis is carried out in accordance with the rules prevailing at the 

home university. 
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4. Partner Universities accept each other's master's thesis defence results. 

5. Partner Universities and Coordination Board have the right to request a hybrid defence (using 

online tools) and to demand co-sitting on the examination committee. Then the procedure for 

defending the master's thesis must take place in English.  

6. Students participating to the Double Diploma programme will not obtain the Master’s degree 

from the host university until the home university has verified that all the conditions under 

this Inter-University Cooperation Agreement are met and the student has fulfilled all of their 

obligations at both Partner Universities. 

Article 6 

Mobility 

 

1. Students participating in the double diploma programme must spend at least one semester at 

the host university (equivalent to 30 ECTS credits) in order to obtain the final diploma from 

the two Universities. The mobility periods are defined in the table below. 

2. All students applying for the Double Degree programme must be informed by their home 

universities that the mobility is a compulsory part of the programme. Both universities will 

provide the students with appropriate information about the academic requirements, the 

administrative requirements and the financial regulations that the mobility implies. 

 

General structure of the double diploma exchange programme 
 

 First semester of the 

first year (I semester 

of the programme) is 

spent in 

 

Second semester of 

the first yeat (II 

semester of the 

programme) is spent 

in 

 

First semester 

semester of the 

second year (III 

semester of the 

programme) is spent 

in 

Second semester of 

the second year (IV 

semester of the 

programme) is spent 

in 

 
Students 

from UNIPI 

UNIPI UNIPI URK URK or UNIPI 

Students 

from URK 

URK URK UNIPI URK or UNIPI 

 

3. Students who plan to extend their mandatory mobility to the next semester are obliged to 

inform the competent administrative bodies of the Partner Universities and the Coordination 

Board of their intention no later than 30 days from the beginning of the next semester. 

 

Article 7 

Services 

 

1. The host university will enable the students participating in the Double Diploma programme 

to use the same services and facilities available to their regular students.  

2. Together with the costs mentioned in Article 3, students admitted to the double degree 

programme, will cover their expenditures for: 

- board,  

- transportation,  

- lodging,  

- health insurance,  

- Regional Tax, as specified in Art. 3 

- all the other personal expenses during their mobility.  
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3. Students participating in the programme are obliged to observe the regulations in force at the 

host university and are responsible for obtaining all visa documents necessary for participation 

in the programme. 

 

Article 8 

Student’s rights and responsibilities 

 

1. The rights and obligations of the student result from the provisions of the law of the home 

university. 

2. The rights and obligations of a student participating in the Double Diploma programme are 

the same as those of other students studying at the host university, excluding internal 

regulations regarding tuition fees. 

3. Each exchange student is obliged to submit documents required by both universities in order 

to register and participate in the exchange. Students will receive a list of required documents 

as soon as possible after being accepted for participation in the programme. 

 

 

Article 9 

Programme coordination 

 

1. The programme will be managed by a Coordination Board composed by the 2 members of 

each University, appointed by competent internal authorities every two years. Coordination 

Board shall be responsible for:  

b. ensuring that the requirements of the home university are met 

c. the resolution of problems and disputes arising while the Inter-University 

Cooperation Agreement is in effect 

d. ensure the programme is in compliance with the law and regulations of each 

country 

e. coordinate and organize activities of the programme in order to achieve objectives 

of the Inter-University Cooperation Agreement 

f. define the criteria for the selection of the student’s admittance to the Double 

Diploma 

g. monitor the quality of the programme. 

2. The meetings of Coordinators Board shall be realised during the video conferences run at 

least once every semester. 

 

Article 10 

Duration of the cooperation; 

extension, amendment and termination of the agreement 

 

1. This Inter-University Cooperation Agreement enters into force on the date of signature by 

both Universities and will have a term of 5 years. 

2. This Inter-University Cooperation Agreement enters into force on the date of signature by 

both Universities. 

3. Inter-University Cooperation Agreement can be modified and extended by the Partner 

Universities, particularly in case of a change in one of the Master’s Programmes. The changes 

will be set out in the relevant Supplement, which will form an integral part of this Inter-

University Cooperation Agreement. 
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4. In the event of a change to the curriculum at one of the Partner Universities, the other 

university will be informed immediately. If such a change to the curriculum affects more than 

one third of the programme, the agreement will be renegotiated. In this case, the changes must 

be reviewed and re-approved in accordance with the internal rules of the respective university. 

5. The Inter-University Cooperation Agreement shall be terminated before its expiry date if one 

of the Parties breaches one or more of its terms or if one of the Parties declares its will to 

withdraw from the Inter-University Cooperation Agreement by giving six months’ notice. In 

case of expiration or early withdrawal from the Inter-University Cooperation Agreement, the 

students involved in the programme will complete their studies and the activities under this 

Inter-University Cooperation Agreement. 

6. The present Inter-University Cooperation Agreement is signed in 2 copies in English with the 

same content and legal effect; each party retains one copy of each text.  

 

Article 11 

Application of law and dispute resolution 

 

1. If any dispute arises between the Partner Universities, they will attempt to reach a settlement 

in good faith. If unsuccessful, they will make a good faith attempt to resolve the dispute 

through an alternative dispute resolution procedure (ADR procedure) commissioned by a 

committee appointed by the Rectors of the Partner Universities. The partners will, if needed, 

appoint a joint committee for appeals and grievances. This committee will be elected from 

among the members of the board and its task will be to handle possible complaints from 

students involved in the programme. 

 

Article 12 

Promotion of the programme 

 

1. The Partner Universities are responsible for promotion of the Double Diploma programme. 

Each Partner University agrees on the use of its name and logo for the purposes of promotional 

material, programme description and other documentation of the programme. 

2. The strategy for promoting the programme will be discussed annually by the Coordinators of 

the exchange programme. 

3. Examples of means of promotion of the programme are: 

- Websites and social media of the Partner Universities; 

- A specific website for the project; 

- National agencies for higher education; 

- Cultural services and diplomatic representations of the countries involved in the project; 

- Scientific and professional bodies and organisations; 

- International scientific conferences. 

 
Article 13 

Confidentiality 

 

1. Each Partner University agrees to keep confidential any information, data, know-how, 

document or other material which is communicated to it as confidential, or the disclosure of 

which may be clearly prejudicial to the other Partner University. 

2. Notwithstanding the above, a Partner University is entitled to disclose confidential 

information which is required by law to disclose or which, in a lawful manner, has obtained 

from a third party without any obligation of confidentiality, or which has developed 
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independently of confidential information, or which has become public knowledge other than 

as a result of a breach by that member institution of its obligations under this confidentiality 

clause. 

 

 

 

 

Appendices to this Agreement, which form an integral part of this Agreement: 

Annex 1: Programmes of the studies from the Partner Universities 

Annex 2: Conversion tables – grades 

 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the Parties hereto have offered their signatures: 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ _________________________________ 

 

prof. Riccardo Zucchi     dr. Hab. Eng. Sylwester Tabor, Prof. URK  

RECTOR      RECTOR 

 

 

 

Date, ________________     Date, _________________ 
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APPENDIX 1 PROGRAMMES OF THE STUDIES FROM THE PARTNER UNIVERSITIES 

University of Agriculture in Krakow University of Pisa 

Year 1 / Semester 1 

Obligatory courses 

Course ECTS Course ECTS 

1. Sustainable primary 

production of 

biological resources 

2. Ecosystem 

protection 

3. Project management 

in the bioeconomy 

4. Proseminar 

5. Foreign language 

 

5 

 

 

5 

 

5 

 

3 

2 

1. Principi di 

agroecologia (Principles 

of agroecology) 

2. Sistemi erbacei 

(Herbaceous systems) 

3. Sistemi arborei (Tree 

systems) 

4. Estimo rurale e 

ambientale (Rural and 

environmental 

estimation) 

5. Foreign Language 

6. Abilità informatiche 

(IT) 

6 

 

 

6 

 

6 

 

6 

 

 

 

3 

2 

Facultative courses 

1. Anthropopressure 

2. Animal breeding 

and animal production 

in the bioeconomy 

3. Innovative 

biopreparations in 

plant protection 

4. Multifunctional 

development of rural 

areas 

 

5 

5 

 

 

5 

 

 

5 

1. Applicazioni 

GIS in 

agricoltura (GIS 

applications in 

agriculture) 

2. Fitodepurazione 

e fitorimedio 

(Fitoextraction 

and 

fitoremediation) 

3. Tecniche di 

propagazione 

vegetale (Plant 

propagation 

techniques) 

4. Sicurezza degli 

ambienti di 

lavoro 

(Workplace 

safety) 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

Year 1 / Semester 2 

Obligatory courses 

1. Organisation and 

economics of 

industrial production 

in the bioeconomy 

2. Agricultural 

chemistry and plant 

nutrition 

4 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

4 

 

1. Sistemi zootecnici 

(Livestock systems) 

2. Uso sostenibile dei 

prodotti fitosanitari 

(Sustainable use of 

plant protection 

products) 

3. Difesa biologica e 

integrata dagli 

6 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

6 
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3. Biotechnology and 

industrial processes in 

the bioeconomy 

4. Commodity science 

and product quality in 

the bioeconomy 

5. Design thinking 

workshops 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

4 

artropodi 

(Biological and 

integrated defense 

against arthropods) 

Facultative courses 

1. Soil quality, 

resources and 

protection 

2. ISO quality auditor 

3. Marketing of an 

organic farm 

4. Sustainable 

innovation in the 

modern world 

5. Global raw material 

security 

5 

 

 

5 

5 

 

 

5 

 

 

5 

 

1. Monitoraggio 

ambientale 

(Environmental 

monitoring) 

2. Biomonitoraggio 

ambientale 

(Environmental 

biomonitoring) 

3. Valutazione 

agroecologia 

della flora 

infestante 

(Agroecological 

assessment of 

weed flora) 

4. Gestione e 

sicurezza delle 

alberature 

urbane 

(Management 

and safety of 

urban trees) 

3 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

Year 2 / Semester 3 

Obligatory courses 

1. Sustainable 

development and 

natural resources 

economics  

2. Biofuels and 

biorafinering 

3. Innovative bio-

based materials 

4. Waste management 

5 

 

 

 

5 

 

5 

 

5 

1. Bioeconomy 

(held in English) 

2. Sustainable rural 

systems (held in 

English) 

3. Sustainable 

development 

and rural law 

(held in English) 

4. Bioeconomy 

Labs (held in 

English) 

6 

 

6 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

6 

 

Facultative courses 

1. Dietary supplements 

of plant origin 

2. Basics of production 

of bio-based cosmetics 

5 

 

5 

 

5 

 

1. Agri-food policy 

(held in English) 

2. Olive growing (held 

in English) 

3. Waste reduction 

strategies in 

6 

 

3 

 

3 
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3. Insects as an 

element of the 

bioeconomy 

4. Information in 

ecosystems 

5. Ethics of the 

economy and 

environment 

5 

 

5 

agricultural systems 

(held in English) 

 

 

Year 2 / Semester 4 

Obligatory courses 

1. Seminar 

2.Thesis 

3. Master Thesis 

Diploma Exam 

6 

7 

2 

1. Master Thesis 

2. Traineeship 

20 

5 

Facultative courses 

1. Seminar in the 

humanities: Economic 

history  

2. Seminar in the 

humanities: Culture 

and postmodernism 

3. Seminar: Changes 

in work processes 

4. Philosophy of the 

nature and basics of 

the natural sciences 

5. Seminar: Socio-

economic dilemmas of 

the modern world 

5 

 

 

5 

 

 

5 

 

5 

 

 

5 

1. Ecosystem services 

in rural areas (held 

in English) 

2. Ecological footprint 

of agricultural 

products and 

processes (held in 

English) 

3. Agroforestry (held 

in English) 

3 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

3 
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APPENDIX 2  

CONVERSION TABLES - GRADES 

 

Grades transfer URK - UNIPI 

URK UNIPI 

5.0 29-30 

4.5 28 

4.0 26-27 

3.5 24-25 

3.0 18-23 

2.0 0-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final grades transfer from UNIPI to URK 

UNIPI URK 

110 5.0 

99-109 4.5 

89-98 4.0 

79-88 3.5 

69-78 3.0 

0-68 2.0 

 

  


		2025-04-28T12:11:06+0200


		2025-06-10T07:31:28+0200
	RICCARDO ZUCCHI




